Since 1916, wheti Holman described Streptococcus equi as lacking in ability to ferment lactose, strains of that character have been designated as S. equi indiscriminately. There are, however, in Lancefield's streptococcal groups A and C, three sub-groups, the strains of which may be lactose-negative. Their distinguishing characters are given in Frost and Engelbrecht proposed the name Streptococcus equisimitis for the beta-hemolytic streptococci which ferment trehalose but not lactose or sorbitol. They did not distinguish between the precipitin groups A and C, and they were unaware that the strains they described are capable of causing human infections. The name S. equisimilis is acceptable for the group which includes trehalosepositive strains of group C, because it appears that Frost and Engelbrecht were dealing with strains of group C. They identified S. equisimilis with type B of Ogura, which Edwards placed in group C, and two strains (1253 and 1254) labeled S. equisimilis received from Dr. Frost were found to belong to group C. One of them (1253) 
cluded in' the table the characters of Streptococcus pyogenes, the streptococcus which most commonly infects man, and those of the streptococcus which most commonly infects animals, known as "animal pyogenes." The recognition of three separate species of lactose-negative streptococci of groups A and C would serve the convenience of medical bacteriologists, because distinctive characters in vitro are correlated with susceptibility of host species, as shown in table 1.
Frost and Engelbrecht proposed the name Streptococcus equisimitis for the beta-hemolytic streptococci which ferment trehalose but not lactose or sorbitol. They did not distinguish between the precipitin groups A and C, and they were unaware that the strains they described are capable of causing human infections. The name S. equisimilis is acceptable for the group which includes trehalosepositive strains of group C, because it appears that Frost and Engelbrecht were dealing with strains of group C. They identified S. equisimilis with type B of Ogura, which Edwards placed in group C, and two strains (1253 and 1254) labeled S. equisimilis received from Dr. Frost were found to belong to group C. One of them (1253) The lactose-negative strains of group A differ from those of group C in their lack of sensitivity to phage B filtrate, as well as in precipitative reactions. Since those tests are not utilized in every laboratory, the distinctions may not be readily acceptable to all bacteriologists. However, students of beta-hemolytic streptococci regard the precipitative reaction as the most significant test available to give practical information concerning the source and pathogenic properties of an unknown strain, and, as already stated, differences indicated by precipitative reactions are confirmed by bacteriophagic reactions. Further study should be made before completing the differentiation of strains of group A into species, but it appears reasonable to state at this time that the lactose-negative strains of group A should not be included in the species S. equisimilis.
The confusion which hitherto existed in the classification of lactose-negative streptococci, with the result that strains of groups A and C were placed together in the species S. equi, derived from the assignment of too great significance to the fermentation of lactose, a character which in the genus Streptococcus is subordinate to the precipitative reaction and to sensitivity to phage B. A more logical classification would be to divide groups A and C into sub-groups on the basis of precipitative reactions and sensitivity to phage B, and further subdivide into species on the basis of fermentative reactions. The differential characters of S. equisimilis are defined, and a key is proposed for the identification of the species of beta-hemolytic streptococci of group C.
